
 

 

Proactive Release 

Submissions on the Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy 

August 2019 

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet has released the following submission 
received during its public consultation on the child and youth wellbeing strategy. 

 

Some of the information contained within this release is considered to not be appropriate to 
release and,  if  requested, would be withheld under  the Official  Information Act 1982  (the 
Act).  

 Where this is the case, the information has been withheld, and the relevant section of 
the Act that would apply, has been identified.  

 Where  information  has  been withheld,  no  public  interest  has  been  identified  that 
would outweigh the reasons for withholding it. 

 

Key to redaction codes and their reference to sections of the Act: 

 9(2)a – Section 9(2)(a): to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased 
people. 

 

 

An external party holds copyright on this material and therefore its re‐use cannot be licensed 
by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. 
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Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy – Submission Template 

This document is intended for individuals or groups who wish to make a formal submission on 
the child and youth wellbeing strategy.  

Please complete this template and email it to: childandyouthwellbeing@dpmc.govt.nz  

A guide to making a submission is available on the DPMC website https://dpmc.govt.nz/our-
programmes/child-and-youth-wellbeing-strategy  

Submissions will close on Wednesday 5 December. 

Please provide details for a contact person in case we have some follow up questions. 

Contact Name:  

Email Address:   

Phone Number: 

Organisation Name: Thrive Teen Parent Support Trust  

Organisation description: 
(tell us about your organisation 
– i.e. who do you represent? 
How many members do you 
have? Are you a local or 
national organisation?) 

Thrive is an innovative and dedicated small charitable trust that 
serves teen parents to be and new teen parents and their 
children. Established in 2010, Thrive has a Governance Board of 
committed community leaders and experts who are passionate 
about building resilency, enhancing and enabling the life course 
of young parents and their children to reach their full potential. 
Thrive has over the last year (2017-2018) provided support 
services to 108 teen parents, 62 pepi and many other whanau 
that do not necessarily meet our service requirements but who 
present and need help.  

Executive Summary: 
(Please provide a short 
summary of the key points of 
your Submission - 200 words) 

Our tamariki are the future of our society and it is fair to say that 
in Aotearoa, consecutive Governments have failed in creating a 
nation that prioritises our future citizens to flourish and thrive.  
 
In our submission we support the vision of New Zealand 
Aotearoa being the best place in the world for children and 
young people. Thrive notes the definition of children and young 
people and wholeheartedly supports the definition targetted 
towards those 18-25 year olds transititioning from state care.  
 
Maori age ranged between 0-20 years represent 42 percent of 
the total Maori population (Stats 2018). The importance afforded 
to our tamariki Maori me ona rangatahi being prioritised within 
the proposed Strategy is critical for Maori development and for 
New Zealand’s development and progress. The Cabinet Paper – 
(2018-06-08) proposed 6 Initial Focus Areas for Early Work, 
which included the Focus of “Children are free from racism, 
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discrimination and stigma. Thrive supports the re-inclusion of this 
focus area.  
 
We note the Vision of “New Zealand is the best place in the 
world for children and young people” but consider that “all” 
should be included before “chidren and young people”.  
It is worthy to note that the definition of ‘Child’ and ‘children’ 
includes children and young people up to age 18 and for those 
transitioning from State care up to age 25.   

Thrive is in support of this definition within the Strategy however, 
aware that the above recommendation of “all” would negate this.  

Wellbeing Domains Recommendations:  

1. Are loved, nurtured and safe:  

Recommend the inclusion of: Children and young peoples are 
able to positively engage with their hapu and iwi. 

2.  Have what they need  

Recommend the inclusion of: Children and young people are 
reasonably supported to transition successfully into adulthood.  

3. Belong, contribute and are valued 

Recommend the inclusion of: Children and young people are 
able to embrace te reo Maori me ona tikanga Maori.  

4. Are happy & healthy 

Recommend the inclusion of: Children and young people are 
confident in Te Ao Maori and in everyday life. 

5. Are learning and developing  

Recommend the inclusion of: Children and young people are 
able to access culturally appropriate support readily.  

Thrive acknowledges and supports the child centred approach 
evident in the Strategy, however the use of normative 
developmental approach fails to recognise the difference and 
importance of the Maori worldview amongst our tamariki and for 
our tamariki. The language and the approach on the face of it 
adopts a child rescue or protectionist position which is at odds 
with the potential of re-orientation. Thrive supports a strategy 
that binds to and gives support to a framework that lays in 
recognising and igniting the strengths of tamariki Maori, which 
will guarantee the improved wellbeing of all.  
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Submission Content 

[Please replace this text with your submission] 

 

Please note that your submission will become official information. This means that the 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet may be required to release all or part of the 
information contained in your submission in response to a request under the Official 
Information Act 1982. 

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet may withhold all or parts of your 
submission if it is necessary to protect your privacy or if it has been supplied subject to an 
obligation of confidence.  

Please tell us if you don’t want all or specific parts of your submission released, and the 
reasons why. Your views will be taken into account in deciding whether to withhold or release 
any information requested under the Official Information Act and in deciding if, and how, to 
refer to your submission in any possible subsequent paper prepared by the Department. 
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