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Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy – Submission Template 
This document is intended for individuals or groups who wish to make a formal submission 

on the child and youth wellbeing strategy.  

Please complete this template and email it to: childandyouthwellbeing@dpmc.govt.nz  

A guide to making a submission is available on the DPMC website https://dpmc.govt.nz/our-

programmes/child-and-youth-wellbeing-strategy  

Submissions will close on Wednesday 5 December. 
Please provide details for a contact person in case we have some follow up questions. 

Contact Name:  Sam Murray 

Email Address:  

Phone Number: 

Organisation Name: CCS Disability Action 

Organisation description: 
(tell us about your organisation 

– i.e. who do you represent? 

How many members do you 

have? Are you a local or 

national organisation?) 

CCS Disability Action is a community organisation that has been 

advocating for disabled people to be included in the community 

since 1935. As of May 31 2017, we were providing support to 

around 4,000 children, young people and adults through our 17 

branches, which operate from Northland to Invercargill. Our 

support focuses on breaking down barriers to participation.  We 

receive a mixture of government and private funding. 

Executive Summary: 
(Please provide a short 

summary of the key points of 

your Submission - 200 words) 

Recommendations 
1. Focus Area 1 explicitly states that disabled children will 

live in loving homes and be free from abuse, neglect and 

family violence. 

 

2. Remove from Focus Area 2 the statement that: “the 

particular vulnerability of disabled children and young 

people to accidental injury is addressed”.  

 

3. Focus Area 11 states the need to remove physical, 

informational and attitudinal barriers that prevent disabled 

children from having equal opportunities in society.  

 

4. In the title of Focus Area 11 the word “improved” should 

9(2)�(a)
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be replaced with “equal”. 

 

5. Focus Area 11 states that parents and carers of disabled 

children will be supported to feel comfortable with their 

disabled child taking risks to the same extent as other 

children. 

 

6. The last statement of Focus Area 11 is strengthened by 

adding “to enable full and equitable participation” after 

“quality services and support”. 

 

7. Focus Area 12 has a provision recognising the need for 

increased mental wellbeing support for disabled children 

and young people. 
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Submission Content 
Recommendation for Focus Area 1 

1. Focus Area 1 explicitly states that disabled children will live in loving homes and be 

free from abuse, neglect and family violence. 

 
Why we recommend this: 
Disabled children and their whānau are diverse and have many strengths. Yet they face 

large systematic barriers in society from a lack of accessible services and infrastructure to 

negative public and professional attitudes towards disability. As a result, children with 

disabilities and their whānau are more likely to live in poverty. Disabled children are also 

at higher risk of abuse and neglect, by both their whānau as well as formal services.  

 

Out of people receiving Ministry of Health funded disability support services, 19% of those 

aged between 19 to 28 and 15% of young people aged below 16 have had a finding of 

abuse or neglect. This is much higher than for the population as a whole (Office for 

Disability Issues, 2016). For this reason, we feel it is important that Focus Area 1 explicitly 

states that disabled children will live in loving homes and be free from abuse, neglect and 

family violence. 

 

Recommendation for Focus Area 2  
2. Remove from Focus Area 2 the statement that: “the particular vulnerability of 

disabled children and young people to accidental injury is addressed”.  

 

Why we recommend this: 
While well-intentioned, the statement in Focus Area 2 that the particularly vulnerability of 

disabled children and young people to accidental injury needs to be addressed, could 

have negative unintended consequences. Disabled children and young people already 

report being excluded from activities based on perceived, or claimed, health and safety 

concerns, including crucial activities such as school camps, afterschool activities, and 

potential workplaces. This statement risks further limiting the opportunities available to 

disabled children and further increasing social isolation (Koller, Pouesard, & Rummens, 

2018). We recommend this statement is removed.  

 

First recommendation for Focus Area 11 
3. Focus Area 11 states the need to remove physical, informational and attitudinal 

barriers that prevent disabled children from having equal opportunities in society 
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Why we recommend this: 
Disabled children are more likely to live in low-income households and experience serious 

discrimination and barriers in access to education and other services. Often these barriers 

are caused by society itself, such as the poor physical accessibility of buildings, transport 

and infrastructure. This can include facilities designed specifically for children, such as 

playgrounds and afterschool care (Spink, 2016).  

 

Negative attitudes towards disability can also be a prevalent barrier, preventing disabled 

children from accessing the same opportunities as non-disabled children. New Zealand 

research has found cases of parents planning to petition early childhood centres for the 

removal of children with disabilities (Stark, Gordon-Burns, Purdue, Rarere-Briggs, & 

Turnock, 2011, pp. 11-12). 

 

The Focus Area 11 for disabled children notes the importance of quality support and 

services. Disabled children and their whānau need more than this, however, to have equal 

opportunities. They need societal and environmental barriers removed. The Focus Area 

should note the need to remove physical, informational and attitudinal barriers. 

 

Second recommendation for Focus Area 11 

4. In the title of Focus Area 11 the word “improved” should be replaced with “equal”. 

 

Why we recommend this: 
Given the aspiration nature of the Strategy, it seems odd that the goal is just to improve 

opportunities and outcomes, not aim for equal opportunities and outcomes. This is 

especially odd, given the Focus Area also states that disabled children should have 

access to quality support and services in order to enable full and equitable participation   

 

Third recommendation for Focus Area 11 
5. Focus Area 11 states that parents and carers of disabled children will be supported 

to feel comfortable with their disabled child taking risks to the same extent as other 

children. 

 

Why we recommend this: 
Parents and carers of disabled children often do an incredible job, especially considering 

the barriers they face. Parent and carers, inadvertently, can, however limit the 

opportunities available to disabled children by being overly risk-adverse. In overseas 
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research about disabled children, parents frequently over-protected their child and this 

resulted in negative outcomes for the child (Chandramuki, Shastry, & Vranda, 2012, p. 

64). It is important that we support parents and carers to feel comfortable with their 

disabled child taking risks to the same extent as other children (Banks, Maitre, McCoy, & 

Watson, 2016; Chandramuki, Shastry, & Vranda, 2012).  

 

Fourth recommendation for Focus Area 11 
6. The last statement of Focus Area 11 is strengthened by adding “to enable full and 

equitable participation” after “quality services and support”.  

 

Why we recommend this: 
We are pleased to see the statement on neurodisability and neurodiversity. We 

recommend the statement is strengthened to match the one preceding it. It should state 

“quality services and support to enable full and equitable participation”. 

 

Recommendation for Focus Area 12 
7. Focus Area 12 has a provision recognising the need for increased mental 

wellbeing support for disabled children and young people.   

 

Why we recommend this: 
Disabled children and young people are 35% more likely to require mental wellbeing 

support compared to non-disabled children and young people ( (McLeod, Ball, Tumen, & 

Crichton, 2015). There are multiple reasons for this, disabled children and young people 

are at risk of low levels of social integration, and high risks of bullying and social isolation 

(Koller, Pouesard, & Rummens, 2018). 
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Please note that your submission will become official information. This means that the 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet may be required to release all or part of the 

information contained in your submission in response to a request under the Official 

Information Act 1982. 

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet may withhold all or parts of your 

submission if it is necessary to protect your privacy or if it has been supplied subject to an 

obligation of confidence.  

Please tell us if you don’t want all or specific parts of your submission released, and the 

reasons why. Your views will be taken into account in deciding whether to withhold or release 

any information requested under the Official Information Act and in deciding if, and how, to 

refer to your submission in any possible subsequent paper prepared by the Department. 
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