
 

 

Proactive Release 

Submissions on the Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy 

August 2019 

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet has released the following submission 
received during its public consultation on the child and youth wellbeing strategy. 

 

Some of the information contained within this release is considered to not be appropriate to 
release and,  if  requested, would be withheld under  the Official  Information Act 1982  (the 
Act).  

 Where this is the case, the information has been withheld, and the relevant section of 
the Act that would apply, has been identified.  

 Where  information  has  been withheld,  no  public  interest  has  been  identified  that 
would outweigh the reasons for withholding it. 

 

Key to redaction codes and their reference to sections of the Act: 

 9(2)a – Section 9(2)(a): to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased 
people. 

 

 

An external party holds copyright on this material and therefore its re‐use cannot be licensed 
by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. 
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Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy – Submission Template 

This document is intended for individuals or groups who wish to make a formal submission on 
the child and youth wellbeing strategy. 

Please complete this template and email it to: childandyouthwellbeing@dpmc.govt.nz

A guide to making a submission is available on the DPMC website https://dpmc.govt.nz/our-
programmes/child-and-youth-wellbeing-strategy

Submissions will close on Wednesday 5 December.

Please provide details for a contact person in case we have some follow up questions.

Contact Name: 

Email Address:

Phone Number:

Organisation Name: First 1000 Days Advisory Group, Bay of Plenty District Health 
Board

Organisation description:
(tell us about your organisation 
– i.e. who do you represent? 
How many members do you 
have? Are you a local or 
national organisation?)

The First 1000 Days Advisory Group supports the First 1000 Days 
programme which is an ongoing body of work that seeks 
opportunities for service development and improvement covering 
the life stages from conception until 2 years of age.  This 
programme relates to objectives within the Bay of Plenty District 
Health Board Strategic Health Services plan and aims to provide a 
framework for action towards child wellbeing.  The First 1000 days 
programme intends to improve and develop services that will lay 
foundations for optimal health and wellbeing. By targeting the early 
years, it is intended that our youngest members of the Bay of 
Plenty population will have the best start in life to grow up into 
healthy adults.   
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Executive Summary: 
(Please provide a short 
summary of the key points of 
your Submission - 200 words) 

The First 1000 Days Advisory Group within Bay of Plenty District 
Health Board area supports the development of this Strategy that 
will set the direction for improved wellbeing of children and young 
people in New Zealand. 
 
Recommendations: 
▪ Within the sixteen potential focus areas, number 14. “Children 

experience best development in their “first 1000 
days...include an additional point where to some effect it 
reflects that;  
women are supported to adopt and maintain healthy practices 
before, during and after pregnancy.   
This should encompass (but not just be subject to) maternal 
mental health and maternal nutrition.   

▪ The last point under focus area 14 be amended to include 
“reduce and manage stress”. 
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Submission Content 

The First 1000 Days Advisory Group within Bay of Plenty District Health Board area 
supports the development of this Strategy that will set the direction for improved wellbeing 
of children and young people in New Zealand.  We are a platform made of different health 
professionals and experts across the early years and as providers of health know that the 
investment in the early years provides a unique and the greatest opportunity to support 
children, young people and their whanau.   
 
The First 1000 Days Advisory Group: 
▪ acknowledges that any service development or reconfiguration of services requires 

coordination not duplication 
▪ supports the notion outlined within the paper that while we know what matters, it is a 

lack of application of this knowledge in policy design and implementation – rather than 
a lack of knowledge itself   

▪ supports the implementation of policies that provide frameworks and allow adaptation 
by communities to develop what works for them as opposed to directing or engineering 
specific outcomes.  

 
An ethos of continuous improvement in service design, content and delivery is essential to 
mobilising and achieving change to improve the wellbeing of children and young people.  
As outlined within the proposed strategy, our group supports continuous improvement being 
the goal.   
 
Recommendations 
The First 1000 Days Advisory Group recommends: 
▪ That within the sixteen potential focus areas, number 14. “Children experience best 

development in their “first 1000 days...include an additional point where it reflects that;  
women are supported to adopt and maintain healthy practices before, during and after 
pregnancy.   
This should encompass (but not be just subject to) maternal mental health and maternal 
nutrition.   

▪ The last point under focus area 14 be amended to include “reduce and manage stress”. 
 

Please note that your submission will become official information. This means that the 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet may be required to release all or part of the 
information contained in your submission in response to a request under the Official 
Information Act 1982. 

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet may withhold all or parts of your 
submission if it is necessary to protect your privacy or if it has been supplied subject to an 
obligation of confidence.  

Please tell us if you don’t want all or specific parts of your submission released, and the 
reasons why. Your views will be taken into account in deciding whether to withhold or release 
any information requested under the Official Information Act and in deciding if, and how, to 
refer to your submission in any possible subsequent paper prepared by the Department. 


