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The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet has released the following submission 
received during its public consultation on the child and youth wellbeing strategy. 

 

Some of the information contained within this release is considered to not be appropriate to 
release and,  if  requested, would be withheld under  the Official  Information Act 1982  (the 
Act).  

 Where this is the case, the information has been withheld, and the relevant section of 
the Act that would apply, has been identified.  

 Where  information  has  been withheld,  no  public  interest  has  been  identified  that 
would outweigh the reasons for withholding it. 

 

Key to redaction codes and their reference to sections of the Act: 

 9(2)a – Section 9(2)(a): to protect the privacy of natural persons, including deceased 
people. 

 

 

An external party holds copyright on this material and therefore its re‐use cannot be licensed 
by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. 
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He iti, he pounamu. It may be small but it is very precious.    

  

It is imperative that the whole community is involved in protecting and raising children and 
youth. We are all responsible for their well- being. There are a lot of aspects of life which 
contribute to a sense of well being which do not cost money eg spirituality, sense of self- 
worth, having whanau, knowing you are loved, knowing you are making a difference and 
contributing to society. Children and youth need to be able to know what it means to be a 
whole human being, having the best opportunities which lead to them experiencing a full 
and fulfilling life- based on a holistic view.  

  

Biophysical aspects contribute to well- being for children and youth as well, not just 
economic aspects. The way our world functions and ensuring that continues is another 
aspect. Climate change and its implications are impacting on children and youth’s sense 
of well being at present. Not knowing, feeling disempowered and feeling they don’t know 
where to start to make the changes we all need to as it can appear too big and beyond 
their control is another anxiety. Seeing the impact of climate change now especially on TV 
is shocking and bewildering for children and youth eg tsunami, wildfires out of control, 
heat waves, floods, hurricanes…   It is essential the Government takes a lead on this 
before anxiety levels rise further in children and youth.   

  

Being protected from addictions to machines such as gambling, gaming on line, 
pornography on line is a right of every child and youth.   

  

Other minerals which have a very negative impact on children and youth’s health and the 
well -being of your planet are fossil fuels- especially all forms of coal, oil and natural gas. 
In light of the carbon emissions generated by burning of these substances, they play no 
part in contributing to children and youth’s well- being and all mining and burning of them 
needs to be stopped immediately. Children and youth being subjected to the emissions 
from such fuels, when their lungs and other vital body parts are developing is a real health 
concern. It has huge implications for both their childhood and youth and future health as 
adults.  

  

Other aspects of society which contribute to our well- being in a positive way are culture, 
especially for Tikanga Maori who have a holistic view of the world and what it means to 
stand tall on their turangawaewae. Culture gives confidence , value, a knowledge of 
making a positive difference  in society by contributing. Children and youth need to have 
the opportunity to immerse themselves in their own culture as well as learn about other 
people’s culture.  

  

Sustainable development is one way of looking at using social capital but not development 
at any cost. This generation has already used many of the earth’s resources in a non- 
sustainable way and we need to restrain ourselves so there will be a world with resources 
left for future generations- which we are all responsible for. This is a huge responsibility 
which we have not been taking seriously to date. Every child and youth has a right to well- 
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being as part of the natural world processes, which we as adults and decision 
makers  need to be mindful of.  

  

Other aspects of signs of well- being for children and youth include mental health, 
resilience, thought for future generations, having ‘enough’ compared to excess and 
extravagance, equity and a freedom from pollution especially air and water pollution. 
Social support, exercise, fun, relaxation, good life balance, healthy food, education, 
participation in the arts, spirituality, friendships, choices, freedom from fear and violence in 
all its forms  all contribute to well- being for children and youth. Access to the natural world 
such as bush, native animals, wide open spaces, mountains, sea, lakes and rivers also all 
contribute to well- being. 

  

Thank you for the chance to contribute. 

 Nau te rourou, naku te rourou, ka ora te iwi. 

 From my food basket and your food basket, there is sufficient for everyone.     

 Rangimarie, 

 Support Workers,  

 

Please note that your submission will become official information. This means that the Department of the 
Prime Minister and Cabinet may be required to release all or part of the information contained in your 
submission in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982. 

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet may withhold all or parts of your submission if it is 
necessary to protect your privacy or if it has been supplied subject to an obligation of confidence.  

Please tell us if you don’t want all or specific parts of your submission released, and the reasons why. Your 
views will be taken into account in deciding whether to withhold or release any information requested under 
the Official Information Act and in deciding if, and how, to refer to your submission in any possible 
subsequent paper prepared by the Department. 
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